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Introduction 

Brinjal or eggplant (Solanum melongena L.) is an important and most popular vegetable crop 
of sub-tropics and tropics of India. Brinjal fruit contains essential amino acids, minerals 
vitamins (Chen NC, 1990) and high levels of potassium(Prabhu, 2009). It displays a wide 
range of colour and shapes. Brinjal faces severe threats from several pest and diseases during 
the crop cycle. The present article illustrates the nature of damage caused by a major pest on 
brinjal. We have captured the information from home grown Brinjal plants during the month 
of October to November, 2017 at chathanoor, kollam, Kerala, India. The visual were 
recorded using D3200 Nikon camera.  

Biology of pest 

There are number of insect pest known to infest brinjal during the various stages of crop 
growth. Among the insect pest, Epilachna beetle (Epilachna varivestis) causes severe loss to 
the crop throughout the year (Dhamdhare et al., 1995). Under favorable conditions it may 
cause damage up to 80% (Rajgopal D, 1989). The Epilachna adult beetle can be easily 
identify by its smoky orange color with 28 black spots on the elytra. (Mary et. al 2016 and 
Asif Ali, 2017). The eggs are laid under the lower surface of young leaves in clusters. The 
freshly laid eggs were bright yellowish in colour. The grubs are almost 6 mm long, yellowish 
in colour and have six rows of long branched spines.  

 

Nature of damage or loses by Epilachna beetle. 

The adults and grubs feed on leaves and flowers. Initial symptoms appear as semi circular 
shaped scratches over the leaves. Later, feeding progress between the veins, sometimes being 
completely stripped to mid-rib thus reducing the photosynthetic area and cause serious 
defoliation (Imura O, 1998). Severe infestation during fruiting stage may generate shallow 
holes on the fruit surface.  

Measure to control Epilachna beetle. 

The beetle can be controlled by removing the egg laid under the leaves if, infestation is only 
in few plants. This insect can be prophylactly controlled by spraying crop with botanical 
pesticides like 2 % neem oil application (Karmakar and Bhole 2001). 
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